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DETAILED ACTION 


1 . This office action is responsive to the following communications: Application, 
filed 11/28/2001; IDS, paper #5, filed 03/27/2002. 

2. Claims 1-1 1 are pending in this application. Claims 1 and 9-1 1 are independent 
claims. 

3. The present title of this application is "Image Processing Apparatus and Display 
Control Method" (as originally filed). 


4. Acknowledgment is made of applicant's claim for foreign priority based on an 
application filed in Japan on August 31 , 2000. It is noted, however, that applicant has 
not filed a certified copy of the Japanese application as required by 35 U.S.C. 1 19(b). 

5. Acknowledgment is made of applicant's claim for priority under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(a)- 
(d) based upon an application filed in Japan on August 31, 2000. A claim for priority 
under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d) cannot be based on said application, since the United States 
application was filed more than twelve months thereafter.Draw/ngs 

6. The drawings were received on 03/12/2002. These drawings are acceptable. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

7. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 


Priority 


Application/Control Number: 09/994,943 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2672 

e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21 (2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

8. Claims 1-1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Nakano, U.S. Patent Number 6,704,027 B2, "Portable Terminal", class 345/636, 
03/09/2004, filed 04/06/2001. 

Regarding claim 1, Nakano discloses an image display apparatus, comprising: 
first function processing means (col. 3, lines 41-42) for processing a first function being 
continuously set into an on state (col. 5, line 66 - col. 6, line 6, user activates the e-mail 
mode to perform the function of display depending on the mode set or changed during 
operation, col. 6, lines 13-20, modes, i.e. functions, include image only, text only and 
text and image, Examiner interprets the selection of the mode by user activation as an 
on state for a function); second function processing means (col. 3, lines 41-42) for 
processing a second function being set into an on state in case of necessity (col. 5, line 
66 - col. 6, line 20, user activation of a mode, i.e. function, including a text only, image 
only, or text-image display); first writing means for writing first image data relating to 
said first function to a first memory (col. 9, lines 39-50, writing to the display RAM the 
text information for display mode of text-only, which Examiner interprets as image data, 
i.e. text information, for a first function, i.e. text mode, in memory); second writing 
means for writing second image data relating to said first function into a second memory 
(col. 9, lines 51-61, writing to the display RAM the image data in memory for a image 
only mode for the display mode, which Examiner interprets as second image data in 
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memory related to a first function, i.e. image only mode); third writing means for writing 
second image data relating to said second function into said second memory (col. 9, 
line 62 - col. 1 0, line 8, writing into the display data RAM for the image only mode, i.e. 
second image data, a function for varying the display scale, i.e. second function); 
display means for displaying a composite image on a display on the basis of the first 
image data stored in said first memory and the second image data stored in said 
second memory (col. 4, lines 10-27); and validating means for selectively validating said 
second writing means or said third writing means in response to turning on/off the 
second function, (col. 4, lines 40-51 , control unit controls the transmission and 
reception of the various functions on the portable terminal in response to user interface 
input for various functions) 

Regarding claim 2, Nakano discloses wherein said first image data is image data 
in which each dot has a first number of bits, and said second image data is image data 
in which each dot has a second number of bits more than said first number of bits. (col. 
8, lines 21-34) 

Regarding claim 3, Nakano discloses wherein said first function is a phone 
function (figure 3-5b), said second function is a game function, said first image data 
includes at least character data indicative of a receiving state (col. 4, lines 40-45), said 
second image data written by said second writing means includes predetermined image 
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data, and said second image data written by said third writing means includes game 
image data. (col. 4, lines 59-65) 

Regarding claim 4, Nakano discloses wherein said first function processing 
means includes detecting means for detecting an incoming call, said first writing means 
includes incoming call message writing means for writing said first image data indicative 
of an incoming call message to said first memory when said incoming call is detected, 
(col. 3, line 66 - col. 4, line 5) and said display means includes tone modifying means 
for modifying a tone of said second image data when said incoming call is detected, 
(col. 1 1 , lines 6-1 8, adjusting the brightness and or contrast of the image in accordance 
with the user for a portable terminal, i.e. phone) 

Regarding claim 5, Nakano discloses wherein said display means includes 
fetching means for fetching compositing position information indicative of a compositing 
position of said second image data and compositing means for generating composite 
image data on the basis of said compositing position information, said first image data 
and said second image data. (col. 9, lines 14-34) 

Regarding claim 6, Nakano discloses wherein said first image data is binary 
image data in which each dot is formed by one bit, said second image data is color 
image data in which each dot is formed by a plurality of number of bits (col. 5, lines 14- 
19), and said compositing means includes first single color data fetching means for 
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fetching first single color data in correspondence to a first predetermined bit value of 
said binary image data, second single color data fetching means for fetching second 
single color data in correspondence to a second predetermined bit value of said binary 
image data (col. 7, lines 16-23), first selecting means for selecting any one of said first 
single color data and said color image data according to said compositing position 
information (col. 7, lines 1-15), identifying means for identifying a bit value of said binary 
image data every one dot, and second selecting means for selecting any one of an 
output of said first selecting means and said second single color data in accordance 
with an identification result of said identifying means. 

Regarding claim 7, Nakano discloses wherein said display means includes 
readout start position information fetching means for fetching readout start position 
information of said second image data, and readout means for reading out said second 
image data from said second memory according to said readout start position 
information, (col. 7, lines 35-50) 

Regarding claim 8, Nakano discloses wherein said display means displays an 
image based on said first image data by priority, (col. 10, lines 27-33) 

Regarding claim 9, Nakano discloses a display control method executed by an 
image display apparatus provided with a first function being continuously set into an on 
state and a second function being set into an off state (col. 5, line 66 - col. 6, line 6, 
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user activates the e-mail mode to perform the function of display depending on the 
mode set or changed during operation, col. 6, lines 13-20, modes, i.e. functions, include 
image only, text only and text and image, Examiner interprets the selection of the mode 
by user activation as an on state for a function) in case of necessity, comprising steps 
of: (a) writing first image data relating to said first function to a first memory (col. 9, lines 
39-50); (b) writing second image data relating to said first function to a second memory 
when said second function is in an off state (col. 9, lines 51-61); (c) writing second 
image data relating to said second function to said second memory when said second 
function is in an on state (col. 9, line 62 - col. 10, line 8); and (d) displaying a composite 
image on a display on the basis of said first image data stored in said first memory and 
said second image data stored in said second memory, (col. 3, lines 56-60) 

Regarding claim 10, Nakano discloses a display control program executed by an 
image display apparatus provided with a first function being continuously set into an on 
state and a second function being set into an off state (col. 5, line 66 - col. 6, line 6, 
user activates the e-mail mode to perform the function of display depending on the 
mode set or changed during operation, col. 6, lines 13-20, modes, i.e. functions, include 
image only, text only and text and image, Examiner interprets the selection of the mode 
by user activation as an on state for a function and an off state for the non-selected 
functions) in case of necessity, comprising steps of: (a) writing first image data relating 
to said first function to a first memory (col. 9, lines 39-50); (b) writing second image data 
relating to said first function to a second memory when said second function is in an off 
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state (col. 9, lines 51-61 ); (c) writing second image data relating to said second function 
to said second memory when said second function is in an on state (col. 9, line 62 - col. 
10, line 8); and (d) displaying a composite image on a display on the basis of said first 
image data stored in said first memory and said second image data stored in said 
second memory, (col. 3, lines 56-60) 

Regarding claim 11, Nakano discloses a storage medium storing a display 
control program executed by an image display apparatus provided with a first function 
being continuously set into an on state and a second function being set into an off state 
(col. 5, line 66 - col. 6, line 6, user activates the e-mail mode to perform the function of 
display depending on the mode set or changed during operation, col. 6, lines 13-20, 
modes, i.e. functions, include image only, text only and text and image, Examiner 
interprets the selection of the mode by user activation as an on state for a function and 
an off state for the non-selected function) in case of necessity, the display control 
program, comprising steps of: (a) writing first image data relating to said first function to 
a first memory (col. 9, lines 39-50); (b) writing second image data relating to said first 
function to a second memory when said second function is in an off state (col. 9, lines 
51-61); (c) writing second image data relating to said second function to said second 
memory when said second function is in an on state (col. 9, line 62 - col. 10, line 8); 
and (d) displaying a composite image on a display on the basis of said first image data 
stored in said first memory and said second image data stored in said second memory, 
(col. 3, lines 56-60) 


Application/Control Number: 09/994,943 


Art Unit: 2672 


Page 9 


Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Motilewa A. Good-Johnson whose telephone number is 
(703) 305-3939. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 8:30 AM - 
5:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Mike Razavi can be reached on (703) 305-4713. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). . n 
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